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Abraham Lincoln

ÁñThe shepherd drives the wolf from the 

sheep's throat, for which the sheep 

thanks the shepherd as his liberator, 

while the wolf denounces him for the 

same acté. Plainly the sheep and the 

wolf are not agreed upon a definition of 

liberty.ò



Assuming the ideal

ÁMost introductory texts focus on the 

logical procedures of statistics and 

assume that the categories (the data) 

upon which the procedures are apllied 

are ñideal.ò

ÁData about people <> ideal

ÁAlso, makes researcher focus too much 

on technical technique



Imprecision in discussion

ÁA conversation works because it is not 

precise and because there is a tacit 

acceptance of what is meant by any 

vague terminology

ÁRemember from lecture 1

ÁA typical óbuildingô

ÁA typical óSenatorô



Example

ÁñMy husband Ralph is good enough, I 

suppose, but when I add everything up, I 

canôt help thinking heôs a failure.ò

ÁThe category ñfailureò tells us something, 

but what?

ÁIt pretty much only tells us that she has a 

negative opinion of his efforts.



Need more information

ÁIf we listened longer, maybe weôd get a better 

sense of what ñfailureò means to this woman

ÁWe can begin to see how ñSocial Categoriesò 

are typically defined by elaborate stories that 

keep filling in the particulars

ÁRecall the definition of a student from lecture 1


