Categories,
Classification,
Measurement and
Scales



Abraham Lincoiln

AiThe shepherd driVves
sheep's throat, for which the sheep
thanks the shepherd as his liberator,
while the wolf denounces him for the
ssame acte.- Plaimnly t
wolf are not agreed upon a definition of
' berty. o



Assuming the ideal

A Most introductory texts focus on the
logical procedures of statistics and
assume that the categories (the data)
upon which the procedures are apllied
are--ni deal . o

A Data about people <> ideal

A Also, makes researcher focus too much
on technical technique



Imprecision in discussion

A A conversation works because it is not
precise and because there Is a tacit
acceptance of what Is meant by any
vague terminology

A Remember from lecture 1
A typical obwuil |l di ngo
A typircal o0Senator o



Example

AiMy husband Ral ph i s
suppose, but when | add everything up, |
canot help ‘t-hi-nki ng

AThe category -afaildur
but what?

A It pretty much only tells us that she has a
negative opinion of his efforts.



Need more information

Al f we l'istened |l onger,
sense of what nAafailtl-ur e:

AWe  “can- begin-to-see ho
are typically defined by elaborate stories that
keep filling in the particulars

A Recall the definition of a student from lecture 1



