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In Class Survey

ÁCall out your height in inches

ÁCall out your undergraduate major

ÁI will write on board



Descriptive Statistics

ÁDescriptive Statistics is nothing more 

than a fancy term for numbers that 

summarize a group of data

ÁIn their unsummarized form, data (what 

we call ñraw dataò) are difficult to 

comprehend



Three ways to represent 

data

ÁTextual

ÁTabular

ÁGraphical

ÁNumerical



Example

Number of Tons of Trash collected by Sampleton, Ohio 

sanitary engineer teams for the week of June 8, 2004

57 70 62 66 68 62 76 71 79 87

82 63 71 51 65 78 61 78 55 64

83 75 50 70 61 69 80 51 52 94

89 63 82 75 58 68 84 83 71 79

77 89 59 88 97 86 75 95 64 65

53 74 75 61 86 65 95 77 73 86

81 66 73 51 75 64 67 54 54 78

57 81 65 72 59 72 84 85 79 67

62 76 52 92 66 74 72 83 56 93

96 64 95 94 86 75 73 72 85 94



Canõt interpret raw data

ÁClearly presenting these data in their raw 

form would tell the administrator little or 

nothing about trash collection in 

Sampleton

ÁFor example:
ÁHow many tons of trash do most teams collect?

ÁDo the teams seem to collect about the same 

amount, or does their performance vary?



Frequency Distributions

ÁThe most basic restructuring of raw data 

to facilitate understanding

ÁDefinition: a table that pairs data values 

(or ranges of data values) with their 

frequency of occurrence


